i94      THE  LIFE  STORY  OF A  BRAHMAN
Yama's kingdom, are actually performed on the twelfth day
after death.
We have now to see what happens when the soul reaches
this dread kingdom of Yama.
Before it can actually enter it, the spirit, if he is a sinner,
and so travelling by the southern route, has to cross the
horrible river of Vaitaranl, which is full of blood and filth,
and then it is that he needs the help of a cow's tail to pull
him across and out on to the other side,
There are four gates to the kingdom of Yama, three of
which are reserved for ascetics, for saints, and for brave
warriors who never turned their backs to a foe, but died
on the field of battle.
All sinful spirits, however, pass in through the south gate.
None of the surviving relatives are sure by what route the
preta is travelling, hence the gift of the cow,
The prime minister of Yama, Citragupta, keeps a separate
book for every man on earth, in which all his good or bad
actions are recorded.
Every day the servants of Citragupta, the sun, the moon*
the earth, the sky, the wind, day and night, the two twilights,
water, fire, the man's own heart, and a special class of Brahmans
called Sravana^ report to Citragupta; Yama, too, tells what
he has seen, and this is all recorded in the dread book, which is
opened after the twelve-month journey is completed.
Accordingly, if a man be wise, he will during his life make
a daily offering of water (arghya) both to Citragupta and to
Yama, the terrible Dharma-raja.
Once upon a time there was a very wicked man who, despite
his wickedness, never failed to make this daily offering of
water, and one night Yama appeared to him in a vision and
said that his daily offering had had such an effect, that if he
would build a tank to hold water and plant trees all round it,
that, combined with his past offerings, would suffice to blot'
out all his past sins.
He built the tank and planted the trees, and in his next